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river and reported to Franklin. He tad as yet no
equipments, but guided by Colonel Jackson, of Al-
bany, rode through the camps of his command. He
returned to the city the same evening, and found that
something had occurred which changed entirely the
field in which he was destined to act.

Upon returning to his hotel he was surprised to
find an order from General Scott directing him  to
proceed at once to Cincinnati and assume command
of a camp of rendezvous near the city,  and confer
with the Governor of Ohio.    He was informed that
he would find his instructions at the headquarters of
the department.    The order being not very intelligi-
ble, General Mitchel called on those whom he sup-
posed would be most likely to explain it, including
General Scott and the President.    All that could be
learned was that citizens of Cincinnati, alarmed at
the Confederate general Zollicoffer's -advance from
East Tennessee into Kentucky, and, as it was sup-
posed, upon Cincinnati, which had been left by the
department commander, General Rosecrans, without
a military head, or troops, or arms, requested that an
officer be sent them (General Mitchel preferred), to
assume command and organize a defence.

There seemed nothing to do but obey the order ;
and as the request came with great urgency, General
Mitchel, leaving the proper authorities to explain
his^hurried departure to General Franklin, took the
train for Cincinnati.

In these peaceful times it is difficult to appreciate
tbe^state of affairs during the autumn of 1861. The
nation was at the beginning of a great war for which
it was entirely unprepared. The extended borderassigned was
